
392

Apr. 28 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2003 

Like so many generations of immigrants, 
Iraqi Americans have embraced and en-
riched this great country without ever for-
getting the land of your birth. Liberation 
for Iraq has been a long time coming, but 
you never lost faith. You knew the great 
sorrow of Iraq. You also knew the great 
promise of Iraq, and you shared the hope 
of the Iraqi people. 

You and I both know that Iraq can real-
ize those hopes. Iraq can be an example 
of peace and prosperity and freedom to 
the entire Middle East. It’ll be a hard jour-
ney, but at every step of the way, Iraq 
will have a steady friend in the American 
people.

May God continue to bless the United 
States of America, and long live a free Iraq. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:46 p.m. in 
the theater at the Ford Community and Per-
forming Arts Center. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to former President Saddam Hussein 
of Iraq; Mayor Michael A. Guido of Dear-
born; G. Richard Wagoner, Jr., president and 
chief executive officer, General Motors 
Corp.; William Clay Ford, Jr., chairman of 
the board and chief executive officer, Ford 
Motor Co.; Dieter Zetsche, president and 
chief executive officer, Chrysler Group; and 
Lt. Gen. Jay Garner, USA (Ret.), Director, 
Office of Reconstruction and Humanitarian 
Assistance for Post-war Iraq, Department of 
Defense. The Office of the Press Secretary 
also released a Spanish language transcript 
of these remarks. 

Statement on the Death of Edward Gaylord 
April 28, 2003 

Edward Gaylord was a shining example 
of generosity, patriotism, and dedication to 
helping others. As a business leader with 
a distinguished career in journalism, he 
spent a lifetime in selfless service to his 
community and State. I was honored to 

have Ed as a partner in the Texas Rangers 
Baseball Club. He was an excellent partner 
and a fine man. Laura joins me in extend-
ing our heartfelt condolences to Ed’s family 
and friends. 

Remarks on the Global HIV/AIDS Initiative 
April 29, 2003 

Thank you all very much for the warm 
welcome. Welcome to the people’s house, 
the White House. It’s my honor to wel-
come Members of the United States Senate 
and the United States Congress, members 
from the ambassadorial corps, and fellow 
Americans who deeply care about a neigh-
bor in need. 

HIV/AIDS is a tragedy for millions of 
men, women, and children and a threat 
to stability of entire countries and of re-
gions of our world. Our nations have the 

ability and, therefore, the duty to confront 
this grave public health crisis. 

We are here today to urge both Houses 
of the United States Congress to pass the 
Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief, which 
will dramatically expand our fight against 
AIDS across this globe. 

I appreciate so very much Secretary of 
State Colin Powell’s commitment to this 
issue. The fight against AIDS is an integral 
part of our Nation’s foreign policy. I appre-
ciate so very much Secretary Tommy 
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